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NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATIONS 

THE GRANTWOODIANS: 

The Grantwoodians is a social 

group for the residents of Old 

Grantwood. Old Grantwood 

includes the following streets: 

Grantview Lane, Grantwood Lane, 

Zinzer Court, and Vicksburg 

Circle. 

  

New neighbors on these streets 

listed above - WELCOME!  We 

encourage all in the neighborhood 

to join the “Grantwoodians” 

Facebook private group page AND 

send an email to 

grantwoodians@gmail.com to be 

added to the email list. 

  

Big THANK YOU to Ed and Sheri 

Brimer + all the volunteers that 

helped make the Easter egg hunt 

possible! 

  

We would love some help planning 

some summer fun, please reach out 

to grantwoodians@gmail.com if 

you are willing to help plan or 

host. It would be great to have a 

family event and adults night out 

event. 

  

You can drop off annual dues of 

$30 to Mistie Bley at 4 Zinzer Ct 

or send annual dues via Zelle to 

grantwoodians@gmail.com. All 

checks should be made payable to 

“Grantwoodians”. 

FOREST HAVEN ASSOCIATION: 

Thank you to the following 

residents who have expressed an 

interest in keeping the Forest 

Haven Association chugging 

along: Alicia Busso, Heather 

Sennot, Jenn Mulcahy, Michael 

Kennedy, Kim Foster, and Julie 

Odell. Thanks to Brittany Klauser, 

Gretchen Kingma, Kristy 

McClosky, Barb Suberi, Amy 

Kiske, and others who have helped 

with Easter and Fall Fest planning 

activities over the last year. 

Apologies if I've missed anyone. 

We are having an informational 

meet-up in the coming weeks to 

make transition plans. When I got 

involved with the association, my 

kid was starting kindergarten and 

this May she graduates! I'm excited 

about the ideas the new volunteers 

will bring. And again, I'm really 

appreciative of the support from 

the Board of Trustees and all the 

past volunteers throughout the 

years, including our most recent 

team of Nicole Brunkhorst, Linda 

Whitman, and Kathy Kienstra.  

Onward, 

 Andrea 

 

DEVELOPMENT/FINANCE  

COMMITTEE 

The Village established the 

Development / Finance Committee 

on July 15, 2025.  The committee’s 

mission is to provide guidance 

regarding long-term financial 

viability and stability; and to 

develop strategies to optimize 

sources and uses of funds in 

providing essential services, capital 

improvements and community 

enhancement.  It will make 

recommendations to the Board of 

Trustees accordingly.   

Here are some of the committee’s 

key projects: 

• Federal Lands Access 

Program Grant – Village 

was awarded $1.7M for 

Grant Road bank 

stabilization. 

• St. Louis County Municipal 

Parks Grant – Village was 

awarded 80% of cost of 

planning grant for 

recreational enhancement 

of the Village’s public 

spaces.  Once the final plan 

is approved by the Parks 

Grant board, the 

construction grant will 

cover 100% of cost.   

• Missouri Securities 

Investment Program 

(MOSIP) – increased 

interest income 

significantly by utilizing 
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MOSIP for short-term 

investment with no risk of 

loss. 

• RFP for Audit Services 

issued - a new firm will 

prepare the audits for years 

ending June 30, 2026 to 

June 30, 2028.    

The committee has approached the 

Village’s challenges by starting 

with the “low-hanging fruit”; that 

is, looking for revenue sources 

such as grants and higher return 

investments.  Moving forward, we 

will face more complex difficulties 

and dilemmas due to an economic 

environment in which cost is 

outpacing normal revenue streams.   

However, all members are 

committed to the necessary work in 

providing  the best possible 

decision support to the Board of 

Trustees.   

Administratively, the committee 

meets once a month on the first 

Monday.  Agendas and minutes are 

prepared and are available. Its five 

members consist of two elected 

officials and three appointed 

residents.  If you have any 

suggestions for the good of the 

Village or any concerns, please 

contact Susanna Messmer 

(susannam@grantwood.gov) 

and/or Kevin Kelso 

(kevin@grantwood.gov). 

 

REAL ESTATE PROPERTY 

TAXES- WHERE DOES THE 

MONEY GO? 

Some residents have questioned 

where their real estate property tax 

payments are distributed.  The 

Development Committee did some 

research using a sample of four 

properties and determined the 

following distribution of funds.    

Four percent goes to Grantwood 

Village and ninety-six percent goes 

to countywide and regional 

services such as public schools, 

Affton fire protection, libraries, 

community college, public health, 

parks, and regional infrastructure.   

The three entities receiving the 

largest distributions are 1) 

Lindbergh Schools 50.5%, 2) 

Affton Fire District 15.9%, and 3) 

Special School District 13.1%.    

The Grantwood Village–specific 

line items and the services they 

provide include:  

• City – Grantwood (Average 

2.3%)  

Funds general municipal 

operations and local 

services, including:  

o Village 

administration and 

governance  

o Law enforcement 

services  

o General oversight of 

Village operations 

and contracted 

services  

• Road & Bridge – 

Grantwood (Average 1.0%)  

Supports services and 

infrastructure maintenance 

within the Village, 

including:  

o Road/Street 

maintenance  

o Leaf collection  

o Snow removal  

o Maintenance of 

common ground 

and shared public 

areas  

• SLF – Grantwood (Average 

0.7%)  

Supports the Sewer Lateral 

Fund, which helps pay for 

inspection, repair, and 

replacement of sewer 

laterals to prevent backups 

and system failures.  

In summary, Grantwood Village–

specific taxes represent an average 

of 4% of the total real estate tax 

bill, while 96% supports schools, 

emergency services, county 

services, and regional 

amenities relied upon by residents.  

A detailed financial analysis is 

available upon request.   

VILLAGE WEBSITE 

https://grantwoodvillage.org/ 

The Grantwood Village website 

houses information about 

meetings, Village ordinances, 

approved business, permits and 

even old newsletters.  

 

 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

The monthly board of trustee 

meeting occurs every 3rd Tuesday 

at 7p at our Community 

Building/Town Hall. Agendas are 

posted to the website & to the 

building at least 24 hours prior to 

the meeting. Join us! 
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