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Incorporated in 1937 — Serving the Village residents for more than 85 years

ELECTION RESULTS
Election Day was Tuesday April
8th. The Grantwood Village Board

of Trustees had 3 open positions
and 4 people ran.

Kevin Kelso, Walter Rust and Kurt
Voss were elected and sworn in
prior to the May meeting.

The Board voted Kevin Kelso to
retain his position as Chairman.
Kurt Voss will continue as
Building Commissioner, and
Walter Rust will be supporting
Public Works. Pat Williams and
Jennie Sloss will retain their
positions as Treasurer and Village
Clerk.

VILLAGER CONTACT
INFORMATION

The printed Village Directory is
back on track & will be going to
print soon. The directory will
include the resident's name,
address, and phone number(s)
unless it is designated as unlisted.
The same distribution list used to
address this newsletter envelope
will be what’s used for the
directory. If names are incorrect,
please let us know. You can email
jennies@grantwood.gov and
provide updated contact

information.

FRIENDLY REMINDER
Don’t forget that tree work and

certain construction projects

require a Grantwood permit.

Businesses are also required to
have a Grantwood Village business
license. Work should not begin
until permits and licenses are
approved. Reach out to the

Trustees with any questions.

TREE BOARD
Pin Oak Galls

“My pin oak looks terrible and is
losing their leaves.” “What are
those growths on the stems?”

So many of our pin oaks have
thinning canopy and heavy
infestation of horny or gouty gall.
These deformities are caused by a
tiny native wasp to protect
developing larvae. In June,
squirrels feast on the larvae in the
galls and break off branch tips.
This should cease in a few weeks
after the larvae turn into adult
wasps.

Pin oaks and gall wasps have an
ecological relationship that span
millennia. Healthy trees growing
in their native habitat (moist
bottomlands, swamps) have no
problem with infestations. As our
climate gets warmer and drier, pin
oaks and other trees that are
planted outside their preferred

habitat are likely to struggle.

Also, since pin oaks are fast
growing trees, they are not long-
lived compared to other oaks. So
many of these trees are losing
vigor to deal with sources of stress;
compacted soil, poor soil health,
extended droughts, and mower
damage.

On young trees with only a few
galls, prune off galls and toss in the
trash (not the yard waste
container!) On older trees, reduce
the sources of stress to improve
plant vigor. Water slowly at the
drip line, especially during
drought, at least 1 inch per week.
Mulch around the tree as far out as
possible to conserve moisture and
increase organic soil content. Get a
soil test from University Extension
to determine soil pH and nutrients
for optimum growing conditions
for pin oaks.

Some arborists are reporting
success in injecting pin oaks with
systemic insecticide to control the
gall wasp, but university research
does not show this having any
major benefit. Because of the
complexity of the life cycle, the
timing for injection to control gall
wasps is very difficult. Also,
butterflies, moths and other
beneficial insects will be killed.
Chemical injections should be
performed by a certified arborist.
For help with your pin oak, contact

Laura Yates, Village Arborist at



314-722-5161 or
Imy555@outlook.com.

Delayed Storm Damage in Trees
Our village regularly experiences
severe storms. Trees can have
latent storm damage that might not
be apparent for months. Foliage
may turn brown or limbs may fail
unexpectedly. Regularly
inspecting your trees and having a
certified arborist address any issues
will help minimize risks. If you
have concerns in oak trees, refrain
from pruning until September to
avoid infection of deadly oak wilt
or bacterial leaf scorch.

Also, the dormant season is a good
time to prepare your trees for the
stormy season. Have mature trees
inspected by a certified arborist
and pruned to mitigate any
structural issues. The Village has a
list of certified arborists that are
licensed to operate in the village.
Also, tree care work may require a
tree permit from the Village. For
help with ‘storm readying’ your
trees, contact Laura Yates, Village
Arborist, at 314-722-5161 or
Imy555@outlook.com

LEAF VACCUUMING
SERVICE

The leaf vacuuming service will be
offered to all Village residences
starting in October. There are 7
days slated for leaf vacuuming.
Please note that these dates are

only tentative.

e October 28"
November 4t
November 11t
November 18th
November 25
December 2™
Decemberl6th

Leaves will be vacuumed from the
curb. All leaves must remain in the
yard. Do not put the leaves into the
street. Additional information will

be provided in the October

newsletter.

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
The monthly Board of Trustees

meeting occurs every 3rd Tuesday
at 7pm at our Community
Building/Town Hall. Agendas are
posted to the website & to the
building at least 24 hours prior to

the meeting. Join us!

STREET REPAIR WORK TO

BEGIN

The next phase of street repair
work will be started in the
upcoming weeks/months. An effort
will be made to communicate with
the residents near the impacted
areas. Please make sure that the
Trustees have your up-to-date
email address.

We will be asking residents who
have inground sprinklers near the
edge of the yard in the right-of -
way (near impacted streets) to
clearly mark all sprinkler heads.
Care will be taken to try to prevent
damage to marked sprinklers.
Please note that the contractor nor
the Village will be responsible for
damaged sprinklers in the right-of -

way.

NEW RECORD RETENTION
SYSTEM & EMAIL
ACCOUNTS

The trustees have continued to

build and refine the new record
retention system. This will allow
for a more streamlined approach
for document sharing, storage and
answering resident questions.
This upgrade is also coupled by
the change in email addresses.
Please take note of the new email
addresses and update your

contact lists accordingly.

Grantwood Village Trustees
trustees@grantwood.gov

Kevin Kelso
kevink@grantwood.gov

Waler Rust
walterr@grantwood.gov

Jennie Sloss
jennies@grantwood.gov

Kurt Voss
kurtv@grantwood.gov

Pat Williams
patw(@grantwood.gov

Tree Board
trees@grantwood.gov

NEWSLETTER THANKS

PRENILY

Continued thanks to

Pre-Sort owner/operator & Village
resident Mark Schaetzel for the

printing of the newsletter.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Kevin Kelso, Chairman
Walter Rust, Public Works
Jennie Sloss, Village Clerk
Kurt Voss, Building Comm.
Patricia Williams, Treasurer
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